
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                January 20, 2019 
  
SECOND  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 308 [O Sing a Song of Bethlehem] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, there is a side of me that is drawn toward quiet 
and the internal stillness such quiet fosters.  There is another side 
of me that runs from the quiet and is drawn towards internal and 
external activity.  I am caught in the tension between these two.  
The activity brings with it an internal stability which is created by 
the activity itself, the repetition of rituals and pastimes.  However, 
the constant activity brings with it a disconnection from myself 
which comes in the form of emptiness.  The quiet exposes me to 
internal noise, particularly self-judgment, which is disconcerting.  
However, with the quiet comes connection and the possibility of 
inhabiting the reality of my own life, both of which bring me 
vitality.  I am pulled between the internal stability of mental and 
physical activity and the connection and vitality that comes with 
the quiet.  When I am drawn to activity, I find I am focused on 
things I would describe as momentous and significant, and I am 
entertained.  When I am drawn to quiet, I find I am focused on 
what I consider common and ordinary.  The common and ordinary 
is not entertaining, but in the quiet you transform it into 
something useful and enlivening. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 2:1-11 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 249 [O Lord, Make Haste to Hear My Cry] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 198 [O God, You Are My God] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Lunch 
MONDAY    1:00  Centering Prayer, at church. 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for January 27, 2019 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 The Annual Meeting of the corporation and congregation of 
Faith Presbyterian Church will take place on Sunday, January 27, 
2019, in the sanctuary, following coffee. 
 Next Sunday we will receive a Deacons Offering and celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

Ordinary Time, 2nd Sunday after Epiphany - John 2:1-11 
 The movement toward the fullness of our life commences when the 
realization is given to us that we are not the person we have believed 
ourselves to be. To say the same thing differently: the movement 
toward the fullness of our life commences when the realization is given 
to us that there is more to us than we have grasped. The problem with 
these sentences is that they make such a realization seem like 
something momentous. It isn’t. The insights that bring this information 
are usually small, and they pertain to common and ordinary 
characteristics about our lives. 
 Some examples: 1) at the end of a conversation we notice that we 
are tense, or that during the conversation we were not speaking 
honestly, or that the other person was not all that interested in what 
we were saying and we kept on talking anyway; 2) in the middle of 
doing a task we realize how much we dislike the task and that we keep 
on doing the task because the thought of not doing the task makes us 
incredibly anxious; 3) we have been a member of a particular group for 
quite some time and become aware that we no longer enjoy what the 
group is about or agree with its purpose. 
 My experience with insights like this is that they are irritants and I 
view them with skepticism. I generally depreciate them and end up 
ignoring them. None of these insights are significant in and of 
themselves. They are about common and ordinary things. However, if 
we remember that God is what makes us aware (or as Martin Laird says 
it: God is the “awareing”), what God does is take these insignificant 
“awareings” and changes them into something useful. All of the 
insights indicate something about us which can be explored and 
examined. If we trust [have faith in] the insights enough to do so, we 
will discover more about ourselves, and that information can be used 
in making choices about how to live in the present. What begins as an 
insignificant or irrelevant awareness is transformed into something 
useful. 
 This is a 21st century way of talking about Jesus changing water into 
wine. Something very ordinary [water] is transformed into something 
useful [the wine is described as “good,” in Greek “useful”]. The 
question we have to ponder in the Ordinary Time following Epiphany 
is whether we trust the “awareing” which God orchestrates enough to 
follow along in the exploration of the insight to see where it takes us. 

[Jim Robie, 1-17-19] 
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Ordinary Time, 2nd Sunday after Epiphany – John 2:1-11 
 We will begin by placing this text into the context of the 
movement that is described in the Church Year, the movement by 
which God brings us the fullness of our particular life. 

The movement toward the fullness of our life commences when 
the realization is given to us that we are not the person we have 
believed ourselves to be. This realization and our response to it are 
the basic content highlighted by the season of Advent. We are 
awakened to feeling, thinking and/or acting differently than the 
image we have of ourselves, differently from the person we were 
raised to be or have always thought we were. In response to this 
awareness there arises in us the ability to respond to this 
realization. Sometimes our response involves thinking about how 
to incorporate the insight and use it in our living. When this 
response is possible for us, we find that our life expands and our 
experience of our self becomes more elaborate, that is, it has 
greater fullness. At other times our response is that of making 
efforts to reject the awareness. The efforts to reject involve 
examining our feelings about what has happened, thinking about 
what has happened, and making attempts to change this situation 
by in some way bringing ourselves back into compliance with the 
image of the person we are supposed to be. What drives this effort 
to correct the feelings, thoughts and/or actions that have come to 
our awareness is the perception that these new and different 
feelings, thoughts and/or actions are flawed in some way, that they 
are wrong. Said differently, we are judged for having them be true 
of us. Our efforts at correction are driven by the need for relief 
from this judgment. The unfolding of Advent involves our being 
brought, first to the realization, and then to the acceptance, that 
there are times when we are not able to erase from our awareness 
what has entered it. The understanding will dawn on us that the 
reason this is so is because what is coming to life in us is something 
which has not previously been in our awareness, and yet its 
inclusion is in some way important to the fullness of our life. 
Whatever it is that is coming to life, it is something we do not 
particularly want or welcome or understand. Eventually we are 

brought to the understanding that rather than overcome what is 
emerging, it is better to pay attention and watch for it. 

Christmas is a time when an additional realization is given to us. 
This realization is that while we judge ourselves because of these 
new and different feelings, thoughts and/or actions, God does not 
judge us. What comes to us is the awareness that we are acceptable 
to God thinking, feeling and acting as we do. The arrival of this 
realization is “the birth” that we celebrate at Christmas. The way we 
usually describe this is as a different mind beginning to operate in 
us, one that appreciates us rather than judging us. The appearance 
of this mind is the way we experience God’s life being incarnate in 
us. The abilities to think, feel and consider which came to us earlier 
now become available for a different use—instead of using these 
abilities to correct our thoughts, feelings and actions, these abilities 
are used to explore them. These abilities are used to understand 
what we were taught to reject, and to learn what these new aspects 
of our life tell us about ourselves. As we learn to appreciate what 
has been disclosed to us, we are taken on a journey of discovering 
how to make use of them in having a life with greater fullness. 
 The text for today describes the first aspect of this journey of 
discovery. Jesus goes to a wedding at Cana in Galilee and turns 
water into wine. The Greek words mean what they say: water and 
wine. The wine that is made from water is called “good.” The Greek 
word translated as “good” means “beautiful, but chiefly good, i.e. 
valuable or virtuous for appearance or use”. More directly, this wine 
is not intrinsically good; it is useful, and therefore “good.” If we 
interpret this text literally what it describes is spectacular, and 
entertaining, and ultimately trivial. If, however, we interpret this 
text as an internal metaphor, it describes something God constantly 
does in us in the present which is both valuable and useful: changes 
our perception. 

It is easy to internalize the Wedding at Cana. Think of the 
wedding in this way: what was disclosed to us that we considered 
flawed or wrong is “wedded to” the understanding that it is 
acceptable. What is wrong about us is wedded to being acceptable. 
A different internal environment is created through this wedding, 
an environment where there is less judgment and more curiosity 



and interest. In this less judgmental and more appreciative internal 
environment our ordinary perception is transformed. This 
transformation in our perception makes us less judgmental and 
more appreciative, so that ordinary things we either do not notice, 
or judge when we do notice, become things we take note of and 
consider; they become valuable and useful to us as topics for 
reflection. In this new internal environment, we find that our 
internal self-talk increases and becomes more accepting, and we 
discover more about ourselves. We begin to think more creatively 
and imaginatively about the feelings, thoughts and actions that 
have come to awareness. 

As an internal metaphor the Wedding at Cana is about our 
common and ordinary perceptions being transformed into insights 
that are valuable and useful. This transformation is a result of the 
presence of this non-judging mind working in us, especially the way 
this mind off-sets our own self-criticism and therefore increases 
our ability to think. The transformation of the common and 
ordinary (water) into something valuable and useful (wine) is the 
first sign or indication of how God slowly earns our trust on this 
journey of discovery. We learn to trust the way this non-judging 
mind expands our perceptual net so that we see more deeply and 
understand more completely. Slowly we learn to count on this non-
judging mind and begin to trust that it will go with us into 
everything we encounter. We start to rely on it to help us become 
less reactive and self-condemning. We count on it to assist us in 
being more thoughtful in how we respond to what our life contains. 
What we are talking about is “faith;” the word “faith” means “to 
trust, rely on and be convinced about.” As our trust in this 
transformation of our perception takes root in us, and as we 
become more convinced about and begin to rely on the changes in 
our perception that come to us, the way we live changes, and our 
lives gradually become marked by wholeness, integrity and justice. 
This is something we are slowly piloted into. In this sense, the good 
wine is not served at the beginning; it always arrives later. 

 [Jim Robie, 1-18-19, 2nd after Epiphany, Cycle C, John 2:1-11] 


